
'Hie prisoners of Action Directe, Jean-Marc Rouillan, Joelle 
Aubron, Nathalie Menigon and Georges Cipriani, are 
incarcerated since 1987.Condamned to perpetuity by tbVprench 
State, continually treated with a ferocious obstinacy, they 
represent a history of revolutionary struggles and resistance 
which many would like us to forget. This interview against 
oblivion, and to find again the sense of revolution... 



. in the solidarity with the prisoners (to commence with) 
Contacts: 



Joelle Aubron 2174k 
CD. - Quartier femmes 
Chemin des Anzacs & 
62451 Bapaume Cedex 
France 



Nathalie Menigon 2 1 73 jj 
C.D„- Quartier femmes 1 
Chemin des Anzacs 
62451 Bapaume Cedex . 
France 



Jean-Marc Rouillan 
830B1 329 
CD. dc A.lcs 
BP 24 1 
13637 Aries, France 



Collectif "Ne Laissons Pas Faire" or 

c/o LP.I 

58 me Guy-Lussac 

5005 Paris Cedex 

France 



the Anarchist Black Cross 

Dijon 

Innsbruck 

Gent 







Anarchist Black Cross ($\ Gent 




Interview 
with the 




I. Armed 'Struggle 




nt&hcfiUt- &f#3k Cm l-l 



II the Innocent deserves our solidarity 



the guilty does so even more 



The Anarchist Black Cross is an international 
network of autonomous, anarchist groups in support of 
revolutionary prisoners. To build a movement which 
attacks the; system, it is necessary that this movement 
defends itself. All too often revolutionaries were/are for- 
gotten and abandoned in the prisons. 

- The ABC thinks that in a society with other politi- 
cal, social and economical conditions, prisons will be 
superfluous. Moreover, prisons only have one function; 
the defense of the interests of the ruling classes. We 
support thus also those initiatives, and in the first place 
when coming from the prisoners themselves, which go 
into the direction of the abolition of the prison system. 
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Anarchist Black Cross-Dijon 

c/o Mai oka 

BP536 

21014 DijonCedcx 

France 



Anarchist Black Cross-Gent 

PB40 

9000 Gent 2 

Belgique 

(no name on the envelope) 



Anarchist Black Cross-Innsbruck 
j c/o LOM 
I Postlagernd 

6024 Innsbruck 

Autriche 



-Anarchist Black Cross Federation 

PB 8532 
Paterson, NJ 
[ 07508-8532 
USA 
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8 Che "Let's create two, three, numerous Vietnams" April 1967 

10 The Olivier group didn't defend then the revisionist positions they did claim during 
their trial in the beginning of the 90ies 

11 Affiche Rouge - Red Poster, in reference to the poster put up by the nazis after the 
execution of two communist resisters of the Immigrant Work Force, better known 
as the Manouchian group. 

12 Term evoking the first phase of the left PS-PC government in 1981-1982 

13 Crisis defined by the weakness of the imperialist bourgeoisie in confrontation with 
the proletariat and the oppressed masses and the revelation of the incapacity of this 
same bourgeoisie to implement measures to counter the tendancy of the profit rate 
to drop. This crisis of weakness, at the end of the 60ies, or crisis of extraction of 
surplus value, was aroused by the combined momentum of the political struggle 
against imperialism and the resistance of the proletariat of the centres It is the 
accumulation of these combats and resistances of the exploited classes which 
transformed the conjunctures of economical unsteadiness into a situation of crisis of 
domination of the imperialist bourgeoisie. 

"On the State" by the collective of communist prisoners of the Red Brigades, 1981 

15 Evocation of the last speech of Karl Liebnecht befor his assassination. 

16 Every year, some twenty million new Chinese workers enter the labour market 
The arrival of new workers on Tricont represent every year the equivalent of the 
industrial working class in the cradle of the system which represents Western 
Europe. 















This interview has been conducted in the period between the Spring 
of 1999 and the Summer of 2000. It took such a long time mainly because 
of lack of time (on our side) and because of the prison conditions imposed 
upon the interviewees. About these conditions of detention this interview 
doesn*t talk much, we did chose to speak extensively about it in a second 
part ("Prison Struggles"). For the moment, sufficient is to say that they are 
exceptional in comparison with the "normal" conditions of imprisonment 
already inacceptable. The fate of Georges Cipriani and Nathalie Menigon, 
both seriously sick as a consequence of the "white torture" they have to 
endure since much too long, is a clear manifestation of this. 

The aim of this first part - "Armed Struggle" - is to tell a part of the 
history of revolutionary armed struggle in Europe, a history that has been 
falsified, mystified, etc. in many ways. This ain't surprising, history always 
has been written by the conqueror, and AD has been defeated... 

So, period, let's turn the page? Of course not, history isn't finished, 
and if a lot still has to be said and done, we are sure that a new generation 
in search of another future will take advantage from a better knowledge of 
the experiences, practices and reflexions of these groups of men and 
women who dared to struggle. 

Dare to struggle - Dare to win! 

Wish you all a good reading 

Love and Struggle 



ABC-Gent 
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Geismar ahead, and the new autonomous movement. With Pierrot, the first hoped to 
bury 68, and they counted on the complicity of all the grouplets of the intitutional 
opposition The second provided the arms of a new antagonism. Some weeks later, 
as it was a last honor, the NPR kidnapped a responsable of Renault but, meanders of 
too much talk, this ended in changing the popularity of this action into one of the 
main reasons of its auto-dissolution And since then, one has to understand clearly 
that, on this territory, the murder of Pierrot is the cornerstone of the split of the 
revolutionary movement, at one side the cooptation (the "responsible" repression - 
legale et pacifiste - of the protestmovement) and at the other side the incompatibility 
of the radical resistance And it is thus not by coincidence that, in 77, the Pierrot 
case comes back at the front of the stage quite naturally with the appearance of 
combatant organisations The IB incinerate the drive bridges of the Renault cars in 
Billencourt and the NAPAP execute Tramoni after his brief stay in prison. And 
neither is it a coincidence that 10 years later, during its offensive against the 
industrial restructurations. Action Directe claims the 'execution of the "skimmer" 
Besse, PDG of Renault, in the name of the commando PierTe Overney 

6 Councils: the red thread of the workers' councils (or Soviets in Russian) is rooted in 
the very history of the proletarian revolutionary movement. It was theorized after 
the Russian revolution of 1905, then in October 1917 and during the european 
revolutionary wave till 1923: the Hungarian revolution, the German one, the 
republic of Bavaria... One finds this idea of autonomous management of the workers 
assemblies also in the revolutionary committees of Shangai and Canton And in 
every revolutionary wave since, during the Spanish revolution. May 68, Autumn 69 
in Italy, ... 

The opposition of the left against the centrist line of the bolsjevist party and the 
communist internationale after 1923 defended a resolute councilist line to relaunch 
the revolution and slow down the conservative fusion of the unique party with the 
State. 

The great Dutch marxist theoretician Anton Pannekoek wrote: "The Workers 
Councils". One also has to read from Herman Gorter (in the name of the KAPD 
Communist Workers Party of Germany) "Answer to Lenin", one can also read 
numerous texts of the bolsjevist workers opposition around Alexandra Kollontai 

7 More than 200 people have been killed during attacks against banks, union 
meetings, trains, in the beginning of the 80ies one of the most bloodiest against the 
train station of Bologne made 80 victims. These operations were organised by 
clandestine organisations of the NATO (such as Gladio) with the complicity of the 
Italian secret services; concerning the organisms of repression, one has to think of 
the creation of the European judicial space, the formation of the TREVI group or 
the preparations of the vigipirate plan ('78)... 

8 Allusion to the petition text signed by Negri and other "senoritos" of the subsidized 
autonomy, such as the text of Moulier-Bouthang "For a new new deal"(\\\) winter 
'98. 



33 



• 



Notes 



Gauche Proletarienne- Proletarian Left: historical organisation of rebellious 
maoism formed in 68 and which had its glorious days between 1969 and 1972. As 
"Vive la Revolution", another great spontaneous maoist organisation of the time, GP 
had nothing to do with the very orthodox pro-China maoism and the different 
marxist-leninist chapels pro-Albania or not. It was the crucible of numerous and very 
diverse antagonistic experiences From classical struggles to the illegalism of the 
masses, to the first steps of the guerilla, to the daily newspaper Liberation, or to the 
putting into perspective of the autonomous movement. It auto-dissolved itself in 
1973. 

Nouvelle Resistance Populaire-New Popular Resistance armed wing of the GP 
Its nucleuses realised some twenty more or less important operations of which the 
most famous still is the kidnapping of the engineer Nogrette The NPR disappeared 
with its mother organisation in 1973. 

Raoul Sendic, leader of the Tupamaros MLN, at the time imprisoned, today 
disappeared Before being nominated in Paris, colonel Trabal was one of the 
principal responsables of the bloody repression in Montevideo Juan Manot, militant 
of the ETA condemned to death and executed in September 1975. Reza Rezai, 
leader of the Fedayins guerilleros of the people assassinated by the iranian 
dictorship Ouali Sayed, leader of the Front Polisario killed in combat The BI took 
the name of Che Guevara to execute general Zentano cause he played a decisive role 
during the chase and assassination of the leader guerillero in 1967 

4 "Our practise inscribes itself in the edification of the organised labor autonomy 
within the popular movement. Our aim is not to appeal for the formation of 1, 10, 
100 NAPAP directed by a central bureau, style headquarters of the potential 
popular violence. We go for another stage which consists in merging ourselves in 
the dynamics of the movement and not in searching the head in an official or 
schematic way". Old myths have long lives and the NAPAP still pass for having been 
a "maoist "organisation even if they always did defend themselves against it. "We 
have nothing to do anymore with the etiquette "maoist" which the press stuck on us 
SO conveniently. If if is true that old maoists belong to NAPAP, it is not only from 
the assessment of the liquidation of the "Proletarian Left" or of "five la 
Revolution" that we haw formed ourselves". (Texte de mise au point NAPAP 77) 

J The death of "Pierrot" Overney marked a fracture in the antagonism of post-68 
This young militant was killed with several bullets in february 1972 while he was 
distributing leaflets before the gates of the Renault factory of Billancourt. His 
murder had a considerable echo in the working class which the regime tried to bring 
to heel again Especially at the Regie where the wild struggles of the OS assured the 
continuity of the resistance More than 100.000 people followed his coffin And in 
this mass walked together and this for the last time, the old liquidator)' leadership, 
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1) Before entering the history of Action Directe itself, we 
would like to talk about the "prehistory" of AD. Prehistory 
which is if not largely unwritten in any case barely known, 
and thus important as such. Prehistory which is also - in our 
view - important to understand the internal history of AD. 
So, AD is born, in 1979, out of a coordination of different 
armed groups as the MIL, GARI, the BI or the NAPAP, and in 
a time marked by Autonomy. Could you tell us more about 
these groups and about the autonomous coordination itself? 



Since the beginning of the seventies, numerous groups tried to resolve in 
practice the question of revolutionary counter-violence They agitated on 
the wave of the movement of the barricades, the factor)' occupations, the 
rank and file struggles... Made up as networks of self-defense, they 
carried within themselves the whole resolution of the illegalism of the 
masses during the huge mobilisations that succeeded each other in these 
years of antagonistic agitation. Concretely, these networks constituted 
what la Gauche Proletarienne (GP, the Proletarian Left)' called a bit 
wishfuly: "the bases of the popular armed resistance to the 
dictatorship". 

In the Spring of 1 977, while forming itself, the autonomous coordination 
did break through the confines of all these leftist groups. In particular, it 
left behind the old ideological cleavages to unify, on the field of the 
clandestine struggles, the "maoist" tendency with the one coming out of 
Mai 68, made of a mosaic of legal and illegal anarchist, anarcho- 
communist, ultra-left groups. There were then the maoist armed groups 
as the International Brigades, the autonomes as the Noyaux Armees 
Pour l'Autonomie Populaire (NAPAP, Armed Nuclei for Popular 
Autonomy) or the organisation Camarades and the old anti-francoist 
coordination of autonomous groups that formed the MIL-GARI 
(Movimiento Iberico de Liberacion and Gnipos d'Accion Revolucionaria 
Internationalistas). 
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